


DAY 1: MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2021
Read Acts 12:1-19

James Killed and Peter Imprisoned

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who
belonged to the church. *He killed James the brother of John with
the sword, *and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded
to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread.
*And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him
over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the
Passover to bring him out to the people. *So Peter was kept in prison,
but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

Peter Is Rescued

*Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains,
and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. ’And behold,
an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell.
He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.”
And the chains fell off his hands. *And the angel said to him, “Dress
yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to
him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” °And he went
out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by
the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. ""When they
had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate
leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they
went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left
him. "When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the
Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and
from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

“When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother

of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered
together and were praying. “And when he knocked at the door of
the gateway, a servant girl named

Rhoda came to answer. “Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did
not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at
the gate.

*They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting
that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” "“But Peter
continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and
were amazed. "But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he
described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison.
And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then
he departed and went to another place.

®Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the
soldiers over what had become of Peter. ?And after Herod searched
for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered
that they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to
Caesarea and spent time there.

Pray for our Share Partner
APPLE Pregnancy provides
caring counseling and
information to women with
unplanned pregnancies so they can make choices they can live with.
APPLE offers free confidential pregnancy tests, free counseling for the
mother (and parents or partner, if chosen), referrals to both private
and government agencies that can help and a caring person to listen.

For more information about APPLE Pregnancy go to:
www.applepcc.org

DAY 2: TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2021
Read Acts 12:20-13:3

The Death of Herod

*Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and
they came to him with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus,
the king’s chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country
depended on the king’s country for food. *?On an appointed day
Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and
delivered an oration to them. *And the people were shouting, “The
voice of a god, and not of a man!” *Immediately an angel of the
Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and
he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 2But the word of God
increased and multiplied. *And Barnabas and Saul returned from
Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing with
them John, whose other name was Mark.

Barnabas and Saul Sent Off

"Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. *While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
’Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and
sent them off.

Pray for our Share Partner

BUILDERS

Builders for Christ is a network of

FOR CHRIST

volunteer teams who offer to assist

Southern Baptists in building
churches in locations which appear to be in significant need of
Evangelism. They offer assistance to the host Church with wood
framing, electrical conduits, wiring, electrical service and fixtures,
plumbing rough-ins, HVAC ductwork and piping, roofing, drywall
installation, cabinetwork, finish carpentry, door and hardware
installation, brick veneer masonry, relatively light steel framing and
painting. Builders for Christ took a large role in building the Jacob’s
Well Church building we meet in today!

For more information about
Builders for Christ go to:

www.baptistbuildersforchrist.org

DAY 3: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021
Read Acts 13:4-12

Barnabas and Saul on Cyprus

*So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleu-

cia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. "When they arrived at
Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of

the Jews. And they had John to assist them. ‘When they had gone
through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain
magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. "He was with the
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. *But Elymas
the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them,

seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. *But Saul, who



was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at
him "and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteous-
ness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked
the straight paths of the Lord? " And now, behold, the hand of the
Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for
a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went
about seeking people to lead him by the hand. **Then the proconsul
believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at
the teaching of the Lord.

Pray for our Share Partner

Fierce Freedom educates the Fl ERCE

FREEDOM

o EXPOSNG MODERN-DAY SLAVERY
politicians and others about W I\ OUR HOMETOMNS,

public, law enforcement,

human trafficking and by
doing so, continues to help reduce this horrific crime in western
Wisconsin and across the state. They work to impact the lives of
victims that are hidden in plain sight, reach rural America with a
nationwide digital training platform, partner with law enforcement
to effectively crack down on trafficking and work with legislators to

enact laws that treat trafficking victims more humanely.

For more information about
Fierce Freedom go to:

www.fiercefreedom.org

DAY 4: THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2021
Read Acts 13:13-52
Paul and Barnabas at Antioch in Pisidia

*Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to
Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to Jerusalem,
“but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And
on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down.
BAfter the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the
synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any
word of encouragement for the people, say it.” '°So Paul stood up,
and motioning with his hand said:

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. "The God of this people
Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay
in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it.
8And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness.
YAnd after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave
them their land as an inheritance. °All this took about 450 years.
And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 2 Then
they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 2And when he had
removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he
testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after
my heart, who will do all my will” 2?Of this man’s offspring God has
brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. **Before his coming,
John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel. And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you
suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is com-
ing, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’

2“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you

who fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. *For
those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not
recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which
are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 2And
though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate
to have him executed. ?’And when they had carried out all that was
written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a
tomb.

*But God raised him from the dead, *'and for many days he
appeared to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jeru-
salem, who are now his witnesses to the people. *?And we bring you
the good news that what God promised to the fathers, *this he has
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in
the second Psalm,

c

You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’

34And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to

return to corruption, he has spoken in this way,
“Iwill give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’

*Therefore he says also in another psalm,

«c

You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’

*For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own gen-
eration, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption,
but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. *Let it be
known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness
of sins is proclaimed to you, *and by him everyone who believes

is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the
law of Moses. ““Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets
should come about:

1“ULook, you scoffers,be astounded and perish; for I am doing a work in
your days, a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.”

“2As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told
them the next Sabbath. **And after the meeting of the synagogue
broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul
and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to contin-

ue in the grace of God.

*The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word
of the Lord. *But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with
jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling
him. *And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was nec-
essary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust

it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are
turning to the Gentiles. “’For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,

e

I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salva-
tion to the ends of the earth.”

*8And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorify-
ing the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life
believed. ’And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the
whole region. **But the Jews incited the devout women of high stand-
ing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. *’'But they
shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium.
*2And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.



Pray for our Share Partner

DAY 6: SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2021

The Forgotten Initiative helps support : forgotten Read Acts 14:19-28

the foster care community through ) Initiative

awareness, encouragement and advocacy. YBut Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuad-

They help people see through the eyes of the agency worker, foster ed the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,

parent, vulnerable adult, and child in order to show them the ways in supposing that he was dead. *’But when the disciples gathered about

which they can serve the needs of the foster care community. him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went
For more information about The Forgotten Initiative go to: on with Barnabas to Derbe. **When they had preached the gospel

www.theforgotteninitiative.org to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra

and to Iconium and to Antioch, #strengthening the souls of the

disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying

DAY 5: FRIDAY, JANUARY 8. 2021

that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
Read Acts 14:1-18

»And when they had appointed elders for them in every church,
Paul and Barnabas at Iconium with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom
"Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue they had believed.
and spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews and

Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria
Greeks believed. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles

and poisoned their minds against the brothers. *So they remained *'Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. **And
for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Atta-
the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by lia, *and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been
their hands. ‘But the people of the city were divided; some sided commended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled.
with the Jews and some with the apostles. "When an attempt was ’And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they
made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a

and to stone them, °they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, door of faith to the Gentiles. 2*And they remained no little time with

cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, “and there they the disciples

continued to preach the gospel.

Paul and Barnabas at Lystra

. . Pray for our Share Partner
8Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. t

Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he Christ-centered, life changing help
had faith to be made well, °said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on to the homeless and needy in GOSPEL MISSION

He was crippled from birth and had never walked. °He listened to Hope Gospel Mission exists to offer ll ()l)]‘
{
4

your feet.” And he sprang up and began walking. " And when the Eau Claire and the rest of Western

crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Wisconsin. They help the homeless and needy by meeting basic

Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” . . .

needs without enabling, require them to work and help support

"Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the .

) ) themselves, provide a safe and orderly place to stay and address the
chief speaker. *And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the en-

. f their situation. They also off¢ lete life ch
trance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted root causes of their situation. they also offera complete life change

to offer sacrifice with the crowds. “But when the apostles Barnabas through their Renewed Hope Program, share the Gospel of Jesus

and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into Christ and Biblical values, involve them in local Bible-believing

the crowd, crying out, *“Men, why are you doing these things? We churches, keep them accountable for their actions and show both

also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, care and correction.

that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who For more information about Hope Gospel Mission go to:

made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. -
www.hopegospelmission.org

"In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own

ways. "Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good

by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your

hearts with food and gladness.” '"®Even with these words they scarce-

ly restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.

Pray for our Share Partner

Good News Jail & Prison Ministry
places Christian chaplains in jails

and prisons to minister to the spiritual
needs of inmates and staff. Their programs and resources also
provide avenues for the community to participate as Volunteers,
Financial Partners, Mentors and Re-entry Advocates.

For more information about Good News Jail & Prison Ministry:

www.goodnewsjail.org



